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St Peter-ad-Vincula Churchyard
St Peter-ad-Vincula PCC
Green Pennant Award 2010/2011
Status – Pass
Score bandwidth – 66-69
Field assessment Comments

	Criteria 
	Strengths 
	Recommendations

 

	Welcoming  Place


	
	

	Good and safe access


	Several access points to the site with a clear network of paths taking visitors around and across the site.
	The paths vary in quality; some have been recently resurfaced and some are in poor state of repair.  Whilst it is appreciated that this work is an expensive undertaking, it would be useful to see in the management plan an indication of when such work might be planned as future work.

	Welcoming


	The main entrance is via the recently repaired lych gateway which leads the visitor in to an attractive landscape.
	

	Signage


	Notice boards as one would expect by the main entrance.  Wildlife sanctuary is signed but little other signage which is appropriate for the nature of this site.  Any such signage is discrete.
	Ensure signs in wildlife area are maintained.

	Equal access for all


	Good network of paths through the site.
	Some of the paths have become narrow in places where the adjoining lawn areas have grown over the paths.  This should be addressed to allow for example wheelchair access.

	Healthy, Safe & Secure


	
	

	Personal security


	The Churchyard is well-used by the local community.  Several people were walking through during the site visit.  Vegetation is kept back from the paths and there are good views across the Churchyard.
	

	Safe equipment and facilities


	Major features such as mature trees, buildings and gravestones are regularly inspected.  One building on site has recently been made safe whilst its future is decided.

	

	Appropriate level of facilities


	The Churchyard is a quiet oasis therefore does not need many facilities.  Water and bins are provided for the tending of graves and floral arrangements.  Seating is found throughout.
	It is unfortunate that the main line of sight into Section E from the Church should focus on the new water butt.  If this can not be moved, consideration should be given to planting in front whilst allowing access from the side.

	Dog fouling


	Dogs are allowed in both the Churchyard and in Church services.  Dog litter bins are provided and signs are displayed asking dog owners to clear up after their dogs.
	

	Clean & Well maintained 


	
	

	Litter and waste management


	Very little litter seen on the day of the visit.  There are bins associated with the Garden of Remembrance and in the new burial section.  Woody arisings are shredded at intervals.
	In Section E it would appear that some of the neighbours are using the fence line area to store materials or dump rubbish (old windows were seen on the day of the site visit).  Perhaps their attention could be drawn to this so that they are aware of the impact their actions have.

	Overall standard of maintenance


	Appropriate level of maintenance for this site.  It is set within a village in rural Essex and too manicured an approach would be inappropriate.  There are more intensive ornamental areas for example nearer the houses in the new burial area in Section E, and rose beds near to the entrance either have been or are due to be renewed.
Grass cutting regimes varied through the site with some areas of grass allowed to grow long in the wildlife area.

Trees are regularly inspected and action taken as appropriate
	Continue to maintain the character of the Churchyard, and restrict more ornamental planting to key locations.
It would be helpful to see a programme for renewal planting in the Management Plan.
A few seedling trees were observed in grave areas; these should be removed to avoid problems in the future.

	Graffiti and vandalism


	None observed on the visit although there have been minor incidents from time to time.
	

	Sustainability 


	
	

	Peat use


	None used.
	

	Pesticide use


	Only on pathways to control weed growth.  Flower borders are weeded by hand or hoed.
	

	Sustainable materials use


	Management plan states that woody arisings are shredded and used as mulch.  
	Borders did not appear to be mulched which therefore means the maintenance relies on volunteers handweeding or hoeing.  The possibility and practicality of mulching newly planted areas should be investigated.

	Waste recycling and minimisation


	Spoil from the excavated graves is stacked and seeded down.  
	

	Biodiversity & Heritage


	
	

	Conservation of landscape & historic features


	Control of ivy on old graves/tomb stones.  The main focal point, the Church, is well-maintained and the recent extension is sympathetic to both the building and landscape.
Mature trees are regularly inspected and work carried out as required.
	

	Conservation of biodiversity


	Wildlife sanctuary area has been created within the closed section; bird boxes have been installed in the trees.  Mature trees throughout the site provide habitats for a range of wildlife.  Timing of hedge cutting considers nesting birds.  Seeds or wild flowers have been sown in appropriate places.
	

	Community Involvement


	
	

	Promotion of green space / project


	In 2008 the Churchyard was awarded a BBC Breathing Places grant to enhance the site, and also won the Best Kept Churchyard (Essex) award, coming second in 2009.  
	The management plan could be used to records such awards.  

	Links to the wider community


	Local groups such as Scouts, Girl Guides, Youth Group and the local school have been involved in tree planting, bulb planting, wild flower seed sowing, and clearance of ivy.  
	Continue to promote the space for use by community groups.

	Involvement in decision making


	Decisions are made by a few key members of the PCC in conjunction with the Parish Council.
	There is obviously good liaison between members of the PCC and PC.  However much of this is informal and from a point of continuity, there should be a programme of current and future works in the management plan which is agreed by all and regularly updated.  

	Involvement in operations


	See above.
	The management plan should be updated and include evidence of community involvement in the Churchyard for example photographs of groups undertaking bulb or tree planting within the site.

	Appropriate provision for the community


	Yes both for the community and for the nature of the site.
	

	Management /  achievements


	
	

	Innovation and creativity


	New features include the creation of the Sensory Garden which was planted in the Spring of 2010, and shrub border and hedge on the boundary of Section E.
	

	Resources secured / used


	Funding comes from the Parish Council and PCC as well as grants such as BBC Living Places and Essex County Council’s landscape grants, and donations.
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