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The Parish Church of

St Peter ad Vincula, Coggeshall, Essex
Parish Priest: The Rev’d Philip Banks

Director of Music: Philip Prior

Information for would-be Junior Choristers 2010
The choir of St Peter’s is led by Philip Prior, who came to Coggeshall as Director of Music in March 2004. He is an experienced organist and choirmaster, who has worked in a variety of churches and schools over the last 20 years. There is also a full time Choir Matron, Mrs Moira White, who is responsible for the welfare of the Junior Choristers. She is helped by two Deputy Matrons. The church has an active CRB check policy, following strict Child Protection guidelines, and the Director of Music and the Choir Matrons have all completed this process.

Junior Choristers benefit musically in a number of ways, such as improved singing technique, a greater knowledge of music styles, self-discipline, organisation skills, and also by joining in with the social aspects of the choir ( there are regular social events at which Choristers’ families are very welcome. Additionally, Choristers are paid a small amount of money for singing at services and for weddings. Choristers are allowed to dress in choir robes, provided by the church, and thus take part in leading worship through their singing. However, all choristers must always wear a pair of black shoes or black sandals for services, with long hair tied back or in a hair band as needed. Head scarves should not be worn.

The choir sings at the main Sunday morning service and at other special events. In recent months, the choir has sung services at Chelmsford Cathedral, and in other churches in the area, and sings regularly at other Cathedrals for weekends.  Junior practice is on a Friday evening from 7.00 to 8.15pm, after which children are collected by a parent/adult.  Choristers are expected to come to the majority of choir practices and 10 o’clock Sunday services, which usually finish by about 11.15am, with a 9.30am practice beforehand. Attendance at monthly evensong is optional but beneficial particularly to those planning to sing on the choir’s visits to cathedrals. Evensong rehearsals are usually at 4pm, with the service at 5.15pm. Juniors wanting to sing for an evensong or cathedral visit should be prepared to stay a little later on some Friday evenings leading up to the service as well.

Becoming a chorister involves several stages, leading to formal Admission during a morning service, when the chorister receives his or her white surplice and certificate. The lengths of these are generally as follows, although these may be altered according to the discretion of the Director of Music.  Pre-probation lasts 1 month and is a time to try out the choir and see if you like it and wish to continue.  Probation lasts a minimum of 3 months during which time you really begin to learn what being a chorister is all about, and are required to show good attendance at both rehearsals and on Sundays, excellent behaviour at all times and a willingness to improve your singing. If the period of probation is successful, then Admission as a Chorister takes place usually during a 10am Family Service.
